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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To discriminate more accurately whether or not a license is 
authentic by having the reverse side irradiated with light and reading an image of the top 
side. 

SOLUTION: A driver's license is photographed by a CCD camera 19 (S31). Then an 
image of the license is photographed again, while an illumination lamp 23 is turned on 
(S32). Data on the differences between the two image data are image data of only 
watermark patterns (S33). The right-left pitch and top-down pitch of adjacent watermark 
patterns are calculated and virtual data to be obtained, when the watermark patterns are 
arranged in all areas of the image data of the license at the pitches are generated (S34). 
The virtual data are compared with the data of the differences to decide whether or not the 
license is authentic according to whether or not the watermark patterns of the address 
field, name field, photograph field, etc., of the license which nearly match those of the 
virtual data (S35). Therefore, even when the face photograph of a license is replaced or 
when the address or name is rewritten, in addition to mention a forgery by color copying, 
etc., it can be discriminated that such a license has been forged, thus speedily 
discriminating authenticity. 
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